2018 Hooding Ceremony by Ohio State University. Moritz College of Law
2018 HOODING CEREMONY
Friday, May Eleventh
Two Thousand and Eighteen
Two O’Clock in the Afternoon
Mershon Auditorium
1871 N. High Street
Columbus, OH
TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2018
On August 24, 2015, you became part of The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law community. Since you joined us that day three years ago, you have been an extraordinary group—raising us up as you 
evolved from students to professionals. A lot has happened here in those three years.
The William B. Saxbe Law Auditorium has been filled with discussions on everything from the future of data 
privacy, to racially charged tensions in communities around the country, to human trafficking, to the First 
Amendment, to groundbreaking Supreme Court decisions. You sat at the table with business leaders, politicians, 
managing partners, and general counsel at events organized by the Program on Law and Leadership; Law, 
Finance and Governance; and Mentoring and More. Countless attorneys and leaders in every imaginable field, 
including a Supreme Court justice and several United States senators and representatives, have come to your 
classrooms, student group meetings, and symposia. These speakers passed on their knowledge and insight for 
the future, which you carry with you, along with the professional degree you have earned.
Our curriculum evolves with the changes in the legal profession, and you were able to experience new 
Transactional Lawyering, The Lawyer in the Community, Computer Crime and Surveillance, and Marijuana 
Law and Policy courses, among others, as well as expansive externship opportunities. Some of you spent the 
summer at the University of Oxford in England or participated in our Washington, D.C. Summer Program, and 
others set their sights on gaining experience and making a difference right here in Ohio. Most impressively, the 
Class of 2018 performed more than 14,000 hours of pro bono work in local, state, and federal agencies and for 
nonprofit groups across the country.
At Moritz, we shared such annual events as the Student Bar Association Thanksgiving Dinner, the Black Law 
Students Association Soul Food Luncheon, the Public Interest Law Foundation Auction, and Race Judicata. The 
Class of 2018 was able to experience a newly renovated Career Services Suite and the new Public Service 
Law Center. You each took approximately 20 law school final exams, spent almost 1,100 hours in class, and a 
countless number of hours in the library studying.
Today, your journey changes course. We, your professors, along with your family and friends, are extremely 
proud of you. We look forward to seeing what you will do with your extraordinary lives and careers. 
You are among the most educated and best prepared individuals to make a difference—in your communities, in 
the country, and in the world.
You are in the first stages of professional careers that will be important and rewarding. You will score victories 
and implement change; you will also come to know setbacks and disappointments. And, there will be as many 
career paths as there are members of this class. Whatever life brings your way, remember that you have the 
skills and training to make an impact, and your alma mater will be providing support and cheering you on.
We will continue our mission and will be waiting to hear from you. I hope you become one of the many alumni 
who remain connected to the college by returning to Drinko Hall to work with our students as mentors, 
serving as moot court judges, speaking on panels, donating to the Annual Fund to benefit others as you have 
been helped, recruiting students for your employers, and attending reunions to maintain that special Moritz 
connection.
Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
Alan C. Michaels
Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
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HOODING CEREMONY TRADITIONS
ACADEMIC ATTIRE
Academic attire was prescribed as early as 1321 in Portugal, and by the mid-14th century, certain English 
colleges forbade “excess in apparel.” Some authorities say academic garb was influenced heavily by the fact 
that monks or clerics made up the great majority of the scholarly community. Thus, hoods came about, it is said, 
to cover the shaved head. Others suggest that academic attire merely reflects certain facts of life in former 
times. The unheated rooms of medieval buildings, for example, made long gowns a practical necessity.
Ultimately, distinctive caps, gowns, and hoods developed for the institution, the field of learning, and for the 
level of academic achievement. American colleges and universities first established a code of academic dress 
at the end of the 19th century. Bachelors’ gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The gown for the 
doctorate degree has bell-shaped sleeves and may be worn open or closed. Black is the usual color for the 
gown, although some colleges allow those receiving a PhD to wear gowns of the color of the institution.
THE HOOD
Trimmings in black velvet or in the distinctive color of the discipline are on the gown and the hood. The lining 
color of the academic hood identifies the university that granted the highest degree held by the wearer. Scarlet 
and gray symbolize The Ohio State University. The color of the trim signifies the field of learning in which the 
degree was received. The color of the legal profession is purple.
Today, the investment of the Juris Doctor and LLM hood and the presentation of the diploma case, soon to 
be filled with the official diploma, acknowledge the hard work, dedication, and academic achievement of the 
graduates of the Class of 2018. The investment of the hood also carries with it a continuing commitment to the 
values and responsibilities represented by the Juris Doctor degree. This ceremony marks the passage from the 
status of student to that of practitioner in the learned profession of the law.
WITH APPRECIATION
The Class of 2018 wishes to express a special thank you to parents, families, and friends for the support they 
have provided over the past three years. The class thanks the faculty for faithfully guiding them through the 
tunnel to see the light of this day, the staff of the college for their service, and alumni for their ongoing support 
of the college. Members of the Class of 2018 hope to give back in full measure what has been given to them.
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW
In the fall of 1890, The Ohio State University won its first football game over Ohio Wesleyan 20-14. 
That same year, another team of students organized 
a different “game plan” to persuade the university’s 
Board of Trustees to provide formal instruction in law.
By the following spring, the young advocates scored 
a victory, and a resolution was passed for the 
establishment of a law department to be supported 
solely from student tuition, set at $60 per year.
Classes began Oct. 1, 1891, in the Franklin County 
Courthouse with 33 students, including one woman. 
Instruction was provided by prominent lawyers under 
the administration of Ohio Supreme Court Justice 
Marshall J. Williams, who served as the first dean.
Financial problems beset the new law department, 
though. In 1892, Rutherford B. Hayes, chairman of the 
university’s Board of Trustees and former president 
of the United States, made a $300 personal gift and 
encouraged support from others. University funding 
of $1,500 was made available early in 1893; a full-
time dean was appointed; and by 1894, classes were 
moved to the main campus. The Law Department 
was elevated to the status of a College of Law in 
1896 and five years later became a charter member 
of the Association of American Law Schools.
Led today by Dean Alan C. Michaels, the Edwin M. 
Cooperman Chair in Law, the college celebrated its 
125th anniversary in 2016. The $30 million gift from 
Michael E. Moritz ’61 in 2001 provided for student 
scholarships and endowed faculty chairs, among 
many other initiatives.
The college boasts five student journals that 
contribute to the legal community’s body of 
knowledge: the Ohio State Law Journal, the Ohio 
State Journal on Dispute Resolution, the Ohio State 
Journal of Criminal Law, I/S: A Journal of 
Law and Policy for the Information Society, and the 
Ohio State Business Law Journal. The college also 
has seven clinics, which provide students the chance 
to hone practical skills through representing actual 
clients in a variety of settings. Opportunities to study 
off-campus have expanded to include a summer 
program at the University of Oxford in England, and a 
summer program in Washington, D.C.
The Barrister Club was created with alumni donations 
to house programming for alumni and students, 
including the innovative Mentoring and More at 
Moritz program, which promotes professionalism and 
serves as a bridge between the theory and practice 
of law. Through the Distinguished Practitioners in 
Residence Program in Business Law, students take 
one-credit courses from prominent practitioners. 
In 2007, the college started the Program on Law 
and Leadership, which is committed to the idea 
that leadership education is a lifelong endeavor 
combining theoretical knowledge, practice, and  
applied skills.
Since 2010, the college’s series of Capstone Courses 
have given students intensive simulation experiences 
in professional problem-solving with practicing 
lawyers who are leaders in their fields. Finally, this 
year’s graduates were among the first students to 
experience learning opportunities through the Law, 
Finance and Governance program, and the Program 
on Data and Governance.
The handful of students who pioneered the founding 
of the college could not have envisioned The Ohio 
State University Moritz College of Law as it is today. 
The college’s proud past is the prologue to its 
exciting future as one of the nation’s premier public 
law schools.
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THE JURIS DOCTOR AND LLM 
HOODING CEREMONY
ACADEMIC PROCESSION The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated during procession.
PRESIDING Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
NATIONAL ANTHEM "The Star-Spangled Banner"
 Led by Sarah Diab
WELCOME Kelsey J. Mullen
 President, Student Bar Association
MORITZ LEADERSHIP  Alan C. Michaels
AWARDS PRESENTATION Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Lou Ann Moritz Ransom
MORGAN E. SHIPMAN OUTSTANDING Allison S. Kelly
PROFESSOR AND STAFF  Hooding Committee Co-Chair
AWARDS PRESENTATIONS  
RESPONSE Ric Simmons
 Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer Professor for the   
 Administration of Justice and Rule of Law
STUDENT AWARDS PRESENTATIONS Paul Rose
 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; Frank E. and   
 Virginia H. Bazler Designated Professor in Business Law
 Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
JD GRADUATE ADDRESS “The One Where We All Graduate”
 Shahed Al-asadi
LLM GRADUATE ADDRESS “E pluribus Moritz”
 Caroline Jean O'Connell
PRESENTATION OF 2018 LLM CANDIDATES Laura Fernández
 Assistant Dean for International and Graduate Affairs
PRESENTATION OF 2018 JD CANDIDATES Kathy Northern
 Associate Dean for Admissions; Robert M. Duncan/  
 Jones Day Designated Associate Professor of Law
INVESTMENT OF LLM AND JD HOODS Ric Simmons
 Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer Professor for the   
 Administration of Justice and Rule of Law
AWARDING OF DIPLOMA CASES Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Darren Nealy
 Assistant Dean of Students 
PRESENTATION OF CLASS GIFT Meg E. Sullivan
 Hooding Committee Co-Chair
ALUMNI WELCOME Hon. Sara Lioi ’87
 President, Moritz Alumni Society
ALMA MATER “Carmen Ohio” 
 Led by Sarah Diab 
 Oh! Come let’s sing Ohio’s praise, 
 And songs to Alma Mater raise; 
 While our hearts rebounding thrill, 
 With joy which death alone can still. 
 Summer’s heat or Winter’s cold, 
 The seasons pass, the years will roll; 
 Time and change will surely show 
 How firm thy friendship O-hi-o.
RECESSIONAL The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated after recessional.
HOODING COMMITTEE MEMBERS Allison S. Kelly, Chair 
 Meg E. Sullivan, Chair
 Evin Z. Bachelor 
 Hannah Barlow  
 Kathryn Bartolomucci
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KATHERINE SILVER KELLY, JD, 
MA, BA
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
KATRINA LEE, JD, BA
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
DEBORAH JONES MERRITT, JD, 
BA
John Deaver Drinko-Baker 
Hostetler Chair in Law
ALAN C. MICHAELS, JD, AB
Dean; Edwin M. Cooperman Chair 
in Law
KATHY SEWARD NORTHERN, 
JD, BA
Associate Dean for Admissions; 
Robert M. Duncan/Jones Day 
Designated Associate Professor 
of Law
DALE A. OESTERLE, JD, MPP, BA
J. Gilbert Reese Chair in Contract 
Law
EFTHIMIOS PARASIDIS, JD, 
MBE, BA
Associate Professor of Law and 
Public Health
JOHN B. QUIGLEY, LLB, MA, AB
Professor Emeritus of Law
ANNE E. RALPH, JD, BA
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
NANCY HARDIN ROGERS, JD, 
BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
PAUL ROSE, JD, BA
Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs; Frank E. and Virginia H. 
Bazler Designated Professor in 
Business Law
GUY A. RUB, SJD, LLM, MA, LLB, 
BA
Associate Professor of Law
DAKOTA S. RUDESILL, JD, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
ALLAN J. SAMANSKY, JD, MA, 
BA
Professor Emeritus of Law 
SARA SAMPSON, MLIS, JD, BS
Assistant Dean for Information 
Services; Director of Law Library; 
Senior Lecturer in Law
PETER M. SHANE, JD, AB
Jacob E. Davis and Jacob E. Davis 
II Chair in Law
RIC SIMMONS, JD, MA, BA
Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer 
Professor for the Administration of 
Justice and Rule of Law
MARC SPINDELMAN, JD, BA
Isadore and Ida Topper Professor 
of Law
TODD STARKER, JD, MBA, BA
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
DAVID STEBENNE, PHD, JD, 
MA, BA
Professor of History and Law
JOSEPH B. STULBERG, PHD, JD, 
MA, BA
Michael E. Moritz Chair in 
Alternative Dispute Resolution
DANIEL P. TOKAJI, JD, AB
Associate Dean for Faculty; 
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Professor of 
Constitutional Law
VINCENE VERDUN, JD, BA
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, JD, 
MPP, BA
Associate Professor of Law
DOUGLAS J. WHALEY, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
CHARLES E. WILSON, JD, BS
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
AMNA AKBAR, JD, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
DOUGLAS A. BERMAN, JD, AB
Robert J. Watkins/Procter & 
Gamble Professor of Law
MICAH BERMAN, JD, BA
Assistant Professor of Public 
Health and Law
GREGORY A. CALDEIRA, PHD, 
AM, BA
Distinguished University Professor; 
Ann and Darrell Dreher Chair in 
Political Communication and Policy 
Thinking; Professor of Law




ELLENBOGEN, JD, MCRP, BA
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
MARTHA CHAMALLAS, JD, BA
Robert J. Lynn Chair in Law
BRYAN H. CHOI, JD, AB
Assistant Professor of Law
DANIEL C.K. CHOW, JD, BA
Frank E. and Virginia H. Bazler 
Chair in Business Law
AMY J. COHEN, JD, BA
Professor of Law
SARAH RUDOLPH COLE, JD, BA
John W. Bricker Professor of Law
RUTH COLKER, JD, AB
Distinguished University Professor; 
Heck Faust Memorial Chair in 
Constitutional Law
OLWYN CONWAY, JD, BA
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
ELIZABETH ILGEN COOKE, JD, 
BA
Clinical Professor of Law
ELLEN E. DEASON, JD, MS, BA
Joanne Wharton Murphy/Class of 
1965 and 1973 Professor in Law
JOSHUA DRESSLER, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law; 
Distinguished University Professor
TERRI L. ENNS, JD, MDIV, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
KATHERINE HUNT FEDERLE, 
JD, LLM, BA
Joseph S. Platt-Porter Wright 
Morris & Arthur Professor of Law
LAURA FERNÁNDEZ, JD, BS
Assistant Dean for International 
and Graduate Affairs
HOWARD P. FINK, LLB, BS
Professor Emeritus of Law
EDWARD B. FOLEY, JD, BA
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Chair in 
Constitutional Law
WILLIAM FROEHLICH, JD, BA
Langdon Fellow in Dispute 
Resolution
LARRY T. GARVIN, JD, MS, BS, BA
Lawrence D. Stanley Professor of 
Law
DAVID A. GOLDBERGER, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
ARI GLOGOWER, LLM, JD, BA 
Assistant Professor of Law 
ARTHUR F. GREENBAUM, JD, BA
James W. Shocknessy Professor 
of Law
L. CAMILLE HÉBERT, JD, BA
Carter C. Kissell Professor of Law
MOHAMED HELAL, SJD, LLM, 
LLB, MA, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
LAWRENCE HERMAN, JD, AB
Professor Emeritus of Law
DENNIS HIRSCH, JD, BA
Professor of Law
STEPHANIE HOFFER, JD, LLM, 
BS
Professor of Law
STEVEN F. HUEFNER, JD, AB
Alumni Society Designated 
Professor of Law; Director, Clinical 
Programs
BRUCE S. JOHNSON, JD, MLS, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
CREOLA JOHNSON, JD, BS
President’s Club Professor in Law
KIMBERLY JORDAN, JD, BS
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
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OUTSTANDING STAFF MEMBER
CYBELE SMITH
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE & PUBLIC INTEREST PROGRAMS
Since joining The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 1998, Cybele Smith has been a trusted and encouraging advisor 
to students in their career searches. She advises all students but has 
a special place in her heart for those who wish to serve the public. 
As director of the Public Service Law Center, Smith advises soon-
to-be lawyers who are interested in public interest and government 
sector jobs, honors programs, and fellowships. She coordinates the 
judicial clerkship application process and serves as the college’s Loan 
Repayment Assistant Program (LRAP) coordinator. Smith also counsels 
students and alumni alike on how to land and change legal and JD 
preferred career paths in addition to preparing them for both summer 
and permanent jobs. 
Smith has the privilege of serving as the administrator of the Captain 
Jonathan D. Grassbaugh Veterans Project which helps veterans facing legal issues in the areas of consumer 
law, landlord-tenant disputes, foreclosures, and relief from default judgment. She supervises law students and 
acts as a liaison to attorney supervisors.
In addition to her day-to-day responsibilities, Smith has served on the National Association Law Placement 
(NALP) Board of Directors and presented at the their annual conference and public service mini-conferences. 
She held the position of vice chair for conference planning for two NALP Educational Conferences in 2008 
and 2013 and was also elected to serve as a NALP nominating committee member for the Midwest Region. 
She held a two-year term on the Equal Justice Works National Advisory Committee and more recently was the 
recipient of the Recognition of Service Excellence Award for her work with NALP in 2012.
Smith is also active in the greater university community. She completed a three-year term on The Ohio State 
University Staff Advisory Committee, and a two-year appointment to the university’s Government Relations 
Committee. She has also served as a hearing panel volunteer for Ohio State’s Office of Student Conduct. Smith 
is additionally involved with the Law and Leadership Institute, a diversity pipeline program for Ohio high school 
students. She has served on the Westerville Uptown Review Board and currently is serving a  second five-year 
term on the Board of Zoning Appeals in her township.
MORGAN E. SHIPMAN  
OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR
RIC SIMMONS
CHIEF JUSTICE THOMAS J. MOYER PROFESSOR  
FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND RULE OF LAW
Since joining the faculty of The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 2003, Professor Ric Simmons’ dedication to the craft of 
teaching has shaped generations of Moritz students. 
Simmons, who teaches Evidence, Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and 
Computer Crime and Surveillance, has been recognized with several 
prestigious awards for teaching. He is a three-time Morgan E. Shipman 
Outstanding Professor Award winner, in 2006, 2012, and 2017. In 
2012, he also received the Ohio State Alumni Award for Distinguished 
Teaching, becoming the 10th Moritz faculty member to win the award 
since 1967. Of the more than 4,000 Ohio State faculty eligible for the 
award, just 10 are granted each year. He also coaches Moritz’s Evidence 
Moot Court team, which brought home the first place trophy from the 
Dean Jerome Prince Memorial Evidence Moot Court Competition in 2017.
Simmons’ research examines the intersections of the Fourth Amendment 
and emerging technology. His scholarship has appeared in publications across the country and has examined 
critical issues like the search of cell phones (Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law), the use of new surveillance 
techniques (New York University Annual Survey of American Law), and hyper-intrusive surveillance (Rutgers 
Law Review). His research on the privatization of the criminal justice system has also appeared in the Wake 
Forest Law Review and in the North Carolina Law Review. 
Among the several books and casebooks Simmons has penned, Learning Evidence: From the Federal 
Rules to the Courtroom (co-authored with Professor Deborah Merritt) is one of the most popular evidence 
texts in law schools across the country. 
Simmons is a graduate of Stanford University, where he earned a BA in political science and a MA in 
international policy studies, and Columbia Law School, where he was a Stone Scholar and a senior editor of 
the Columbia Law Review. He clerked for the Honorable Laughlin E. Waters of the Central District of California 
in addition to serving for four years as an assistant district attorney for New York County. In 2016, he served on 
the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Task Force to Examine Improvements to the Ohio Grand Jury System.
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These students represent approximately the top 25 percent of the 2018 graduating class, based on academic performance through the end of five of six semesters of law study. Ranking for official degree 
honors and election to the Order of the Coif occurs in June. The composition of the final upper 25 percent of 
the class may vary from these students.
The Order of the Coif is a national law school honor society. To be eligible for election by the faculty to the 
Order of the Coif, a student’s academic average for all six semesters must rank in the top 10 percent of the 
graduating class.
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Ryan Agee – Middletown, OH – Miami University
Rebecca Coen Barnard – Shaker Heights, OH – Wellesley College
Margaret Dengler – New Albany, OH – Columbia University
Steven Carlos Flores – Los Angeles, CA – University of California, Irvine 
Elaine Hanson – San Bernardino, CA – Hillsdale College
Jairus Lloyd Steven Meacham – Copley, OH – The University of Akron
Mallory Margaret Murphy – Powell, OH – The Ohio State University
Daniel Bryant O'Connell – Toledo, OH – Colgate University
Samantha V. Rupp – Baltimore, OH – University of Pittsburgh
Chad Smith – Circleville, OH – The Ohio State University
Kimberly Smith – Centerville, OH – University of Dayton
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DUAL DEGREE RECIPIENTS
MCRP
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2017-2018 MOOT COURT AND  
LAWYERING SKILLS TEAMS
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SHAHED AL-ASADI — Thank you to my parents, 
Lo'ay and Maysoun, for supporting me in every 
aspect along the way. I could not have done this 
without you two. Thank you to my brother Zayd for 
giving me sage advice any time of the day, and to my 
sister Jenin for humbling me always. 
ANTHONY ALFANO — I want to thank my parents 
and my brothers for all of their support along this 
journey. I also want to thank my friends back home, 
as well as the friends I've made while at Moritz. I 
could not have done this without all of your help and 
support! 
BISHR AJLOUNI — To my beloved hometown of 
Damascus where my eyes first saw the light of life; 
To the great woman who keeps pushing me ahead: 
my mother, Randa; To the power of love in my life: 
Always empowering; Never Ending: Our hope every 
Day! To my first responders and biggest supporters: 
my family; To all of those whose companionship 
added to my joy in the journey of life: my friends; 
To all of those who have enlightened my mind: 
my teachers; To Democracy, the Rule of Law, and 
Power of Education for a Better World and Happier 
Humanity. With love.
ANDREW ALLMAN — To my incredible parents: 
When we hit hard times, you two worked tirelessly 
to get our family back on its feet. It seemed like 
you never slept, never ate. You were so selfless, 
sacrificed so much, just so your children could have 
basic necessities. You always believed in me, even 
when I gave you every reason not to. You are my 
"why." You are my inspiration. You are my heroes. 
I owe all of my success to you. I love you both so 
much, and I am so grateful to be able to share this 
moment with you.
NORA MARGARET ANDERSON — A huge thanks 
to my parents Peter and Kaethe, my sister Adele, all 
of my friends who got me through these three years, 
and especially my classmates, who consistently 
furthered my education and challenged me to be 
better.
RACHEL MARIE ARMSTRONG — Thank you to 
my fiancé, Matthew, for never leaving my side. You 
make each day brighter. Thank you Mom and Dad for 
your unwavering faith in me. Your love and support 
is endless. Thank you to Robert and Rachael, for 
encouraging me along the way; Philip, for reminding 
me what is important; and my godson William, for 
bringing so much joy into my life. 
JOSEF ASFOURA — Mom and Dad, your actions 
always show me what it means to be a hero. I live 
my life in your example. I've been working 25 years 
to tell you thank you. Today is the first of a lifetime of 
thank yous. 
EVIN Z. BACHELOR — Thank you to all my family 
and friends for your love and support. Dad, I know 
how much you wanted to be here today, but I know 
you're looking down on this ceremony because 
you've been with me through this whole journey. 
Mom, I cannot thank you enough for all that you 
have done for me. Erin, thank you for convincing 
me to take the LSAT. Jason, Chad, and Juli, thank 
you for having my back. God, thank you for making 
everything possible. Lastly, to The Ohio State 
University, thank you for the extraordinary student 
experience. Go Bucks.
HANNAH BARLOW — I dedicate this degree to 
the loving memory of my mother, Claire Barlow. And 
I would like to thank Paul Barlow, Erika Winemiller, 
Paige Barlow, and Charley Barlow for all of the 
unwavering love and encouragement I have received 
over the years. And finally, a huge thank you to Joe 
Lombardi for supporting my ambitions and making 
me a better version of me. I love you all. Thank you!
CORY BARNES — Thank you to all my friends, 
especially those who have become family. I wouldn't 
be here without you. And a special thanks to my mom 
and sister. Mom, thank you for your relentless love 
and support and for always inspiring me to become 
more. And Hayley, thank you for constantly being 
my number one fan, my role model, and for paving 
the road for me to follow. We make a great team 
together. I love you all!
DEDICATIONS
CLASS OF 2018
KATHRYN BARTOLOMUCCI — To Mom and Dad, 
for everything; To Nick and Adam, for showing me 
how to navigate the rest of the realms of my life; To 
Nicole, for living and laughing with me every day; 
And to the rest of my family–grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, friends, and the like–for believing in 
me and never giving me a choice as to whether or 
not I should believe in myself. Love always, Katie
MADISON BERRY — Thanks Mom and Dad! I could 
not have stumbled through law school without your 
constant love and support. A big thank you to my 
little sister Abby who forced me to believe in myself 
and was always there to tell me to relax. Finally I want 
to thank all the students, faculty, and employees at 
Mortiz. Moritz is a wonderful supportive community 
and I'm honored to soon be an alumni. 
WALTER BLACKHAM — To my parents Bob and 
Tina for always loving and believing in me, my 
brother Rob for always being there for me, and my 
pooch Pandora for being a lil' nuglette.
MARIAN BOAKYE-YIADOM — We made it, 
Sweetie! (Daniel) Thanks for all the support, care 
and love. Thanks to my mom and mother-in-law for 
the unending support! And to Yaw, for being my 
motivation! Thanks to all who supported this journey 
in diverse ways...
ANNAMARIE BRAGA — Mom and Dad, thank you 
so much for all of your love and unwavering support 
over the years. I would never have gotten this far 
without it. I appreciate and love you so much!
NATALIE BRYANS — Thank you to my parents, Barb 
and Andrew Bryans, for everything, especially your 
unwavering love and support. To Peter Bryans and 
Theresa Brenner, for giving me the encouragement 
and Starbucks gift cards to power through. To Annie, 
Becca, and Mary Ellen Bryans – sorry for what I said 
when I was stressed out. To Shahed Al-asadi and 
Meg Sullivan, for making me laugh and for being the 
best support system I could have asked for. And to all 
of my family and friends: thank you for putting up with 
me the last three years. Couldn't have done it without 
you all.
CLAIR BULLOCK — There are SO MANY beautiful 
people to praise for carrying me through these past 
four years (shoutout to you mim mam), but #1 on 
my list is the Crazy 8 Queen, my partner in crime, 
Dorothy Moore. Can you believe we really did it 
grandma?!?!?!!!! Thank you for always reminding me 
about my deadlines, and for loving me even when I 
don't meet them :) You make my heart bigger and my 
life brighter—I love you to the ends of the universe. 
Now let's gear up for another three years!!
ALISON MARIE ELIZABETH BUZZARD — To my 
family, friends, and especially, Dan. Words cannot 
express the ways each of you has helped and 
supported me over the past few years. Thank you. 
MARINA BYKOVA — For my son as my main 
incentive and for my grandparents for their endless 
support.
MICHAEL P. CAVANAUGH — Thank you Mom, Dad, 
Amanda, and Nick for all of your support throughout 
my life. Today wouldn't be possible without you. 
Thanks to my nephews, Bennett and Greyson, for 
being shining lights during these particularly stressful 
three years. Thank you to all my friends that helped 
me become a lawyer and shared in this arduous 
journey. Finally, thank you to Professor Carlarne for 
all of your sage advice and time spent bettering me.
CATHERINE CHIH-FAN CHIA — I want to thank 
Dean Laura Fernández for bringing me here to this 
place. I want to thank my family and my best friends 
for their support even when I'm far away from them. 
I want to thank every friend I got to meet here. It's 
you that made my experience unique. I want to 
thank The Ohio State University Moritz College of 
Law for providing me with such a great environment 
here. Last but not least, I want to thank myself for 
all the effort I have devoted this year. Hopefully this 
event will be the great start of a new adventure for 
everyone. Happy graduation!
ABBY CHIN — To the Famo for always loving and 
supporting me. Special thanks to… Mom–for teaching 
and showing me how to be a strong, intelligent, and 
high-achieving woman. Dad–for always being honest, 
reminding me breaks are okay, and eating all the 
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foods with me. Katie–for pushing my thoughts and 
ideas outside the normal box. Alex–for keeping me 
fun and being my co-Wonder Chin for life. Jake–for 
caring for me through these three crazy years and 
not getting too mad when I leave the house messy.
KEVIN CRIPE — I would like to thank my parents 
Tim and Linda for their unbelievable support over 
this career finding journey. I would not be here if it 
wasn't for your confidence, passion, and love. It is 
comforting to know that you two will always be on my 
team!
MARY CSARNY — Mom, Dad, Frances and Paul, 
thank you for your unwavering support and love. 
Monte, thank you for your guidance and friendship. 
Rose G. and Uncle Dick, thank you for being 
there for me through good times and bad. To my 
fellow graduates, you have inspired me with your 
intelligence and kindness, challenged me, and 
helped me grow–I am forever grateful. America's 
great unfinished symphony is sending for us, waiting 
for us to rise up and make a difference. Let's get to 
work.
EVA CUOLLO — To Mom and Dad, without you this 
moment would not be possible. From encouraging 
me to come to law school to assisting me in every 
step along the way, I am incredibly grateful that I 
have you both by my side. To Sonja: I am so honored 
to be your sister, and to share this momentous time 
for both of us. You continually inspire me to keep 
moving forward, so here's to our next adventures! I 
love you all so much!
MOLLY DENGLER — I consider myself the luckiest 
person that I have such loving family and friends 
who ceaselessly guide and encourage me. I would 
especially like to thank my mom and dad who have 
taught me the value of hard work and grit. I would 
like to thank my sister, Elizabeth, who is my teammate 
in all things: law school (yes, my sister is a 1L at Ohio 
State!) and running, to name a few. And I would 
like to thank Brandon, who shows me there is joy 
and meaning in every moment, no matter what that 
moment might bring. 
SARAH DIAB — I am eternally grateful to Moritz for 
being my home away from home & for helping me 
grow into the person I am today. To Nana & Tark, 
my dear parents: thank you for your unconditional 
support and for keeping me sane; I could have 
never done this without you. To Adam: thank you for 
inspiring me to be the best version of myself, always. 
Last but not least, to Safi: thank you for your kindness 
and for lending me your listening ear. I love you fam, 
with all my heart.
GREG DICK — To my mom and dad. Thank you as 
well to the rest of my family, friends, and the faculty 
and staff here at Moritz for providing me with the 
additional love, support, and guidance that I needed 
these last three years. Go Bucks! 
CRISTINA DICKOS — To Mom and Dad, thank 
you for making this dream come true. Without your 
unending love and support, I wouldn't be graduating 
from law school today. To my sister Alessandra, 
thank you for inspiring me with your creativity and 
ambition. Although you may look to me for guidance, 
I think you're the one who gives the best advice. To 
Evan, thank you for providing laughter in times of 
stress. Without your humor, I would've taken myself 
too seriously these past three years. I can't think of 
a better way to celebrate this exciting year than with 
our wedding! :) 
ROBERT DOERSAM — Thank you to my parents, 
Susan and Bob, and my wife, Alexis, for their love and 
support.
DANIELLA SAMANTHA D'SOUZA — To my 
mom, dad and sister: This day would not have been 
possible without your efforts and sacrifices. This day 
really should be all about you. Thank you for getting 
me to this day. To Jessica & Anna, I know I couldn't 
have gotten through these past years without your 
friendship and support. Thank you for being such 
kind hearted friends. 
CAITLIN DUCKWORTH — To my mom, dad, family, 
and friends: Thank you for everything you have 
done for me over the years! I could not have done it 
without you! Your continued support is why I am here 
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today. I hope I can keep making you all proud! Love, 
Cait 
HAILY DUONG — Dear Mom, your contribution to 
my success does not go unnoticed. If not for your 
care and support, I wouldn't be standing among the 
law graduates today.
QUINN DYBDAHL — I would not be here without 
the love and support from my family and friends. 
Mom and Dad, for the courage to be myself and 
do what I thought I couldn't. Brad and Heather, for 
demonstrating what dedication and hard work can 
do. Paige and Steve, for offering grace (and laundry) 
when I most needed it. The Dybdahls, for your 
continued support. Amy and Anna, for your persistent 
friendship. Cristina, Megan, and Kim, for walking 
though it together. And my wonderful husband 
Daniel, for your relentless patience, love, and 
encouragement to do what I was called to. Thank 
you!
MEGAN EBENSCHWEIGER — Thank you Mom, 
Dad, Brian, Thomas, and Eli. Today would not have 
been possible without your unconditional love and 
support!
SARAH VICTORIA EDWARDS — Thank you–to 
my dad, for exposing me to countless hours of Cops 
growing up that sparked my interest in criminal law. 
To my mom, for instilling in me the love of words 
that made this all possible. To my brothers, for all the 
practice arguing growing up. To the rest of my family, 
for your love and support and for always telling me 
I could do it, even when you didn't know what "it" 
was. To my friends, for always being there for me and 
for telling me I'm smart even when I didn't believe it. 
Love you all.
ELIANA ELIZALDE — To my parents, Antonio 
and Flora, because none of this would be possible 
without you–thank you for your unconditional love 
and guidance. To my siblings, Bianca and Mike, 
thank you for always being there for me. To George, 
Virginia and Samantha for your support. To my best 
friend and loving husband, Justin, thank you for 
standing by my side, supporting me and keeping me 
sane. And finally, to my niece Adelyn and nephew 
Aiden, who motivate me to work for a better future.
RACHEL ELWOOD — Thank you to my family for all 
of your love and support. I wouldn't have been able 
to do this without you! In loving memory of my older 
brother, Scot, whose confidence and love of life are a 
daily inspiration.
PAXTON ENDRES — Dedicated to my friend, 
mentor, and godfather who I know is here with 
me today. You will never know how much of an 
inspiration you were on my life. You taught me 
that there is no substitution for hard work, and you 
reminded me that happiness is a choice. I love you 
so much Uncle Jeff and I promise that I will make you 
proud. O-H-
JAMES FETTER — To my lovely wife Jennie, who 
has loved and supported me unconditionally from the 
beginning and deserves this degree as much as I do!
SAVANNAH FOX — As a kid, I dreamed of owning 
a green minivan. Although you never supported that 
dream, I am glad you supported this one. Thanks, 
Dad, Mom, Olivia, Nick, Mimi, Pop, Grandma Lovey, 
Bill, Ruby, and Gigi. I could not have done it without 
you. 
ANDREW FRANCUS — Thank you Mom, Dad, 
Rebecca and David for your love, support and 
encouragement and for humoring my (not always 
amusing) musings on the law these past three years.
ALI SAHIN FROHLICH — Dedicated to my son 
Adrian, my fiancée Aschely, my parents Ali and Serra 
Frohlich, and finally to my brothers in my class. To all 
of you, thank you for supporting me, pushing me to 
be better and keeping me sane during these crazy 
but awesome three years. I love you all!! 
CHRISTOPHER J. GAWRONSKI — I would like 
to express my love and gratitude to my family and 
friends who have shared my law school adventure, 
and to especially remember my late wife Molly, who 
encouraged me to explore new horizons.
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MARK GAYETSKY — Congratulations, Moritz Class 
of 2018! Thank you, Dad, Mom, Michael, Kara, Jamie, 
Dante, and the rest of my many family members, 
friends, and mentors who made today possible. I 
would not be here without your generous love and 
support. I am grateful beyond words, and I love you all!
CHRISTIAN GEORGE — I dedicate my degree 
to the love of my life and best friend, Katie. Three 
years ago we embarked on a grand graduate school 
adventure and we have only fallen more in love, plus 
we welcomed Loveable Liv. I cannot wait to see what 
the future holds for our extraordinary ordinary lives. 
I'm tremendously grateful for my parents, Randy and 
Janeen, and my first friend and brother, Trenton, for 
shaping me into the person I am today. Thank you 
Todd and Regina for welcoming me to your family. 
Finally, thank you to all those that made Ohio my 
second home.
MARTÍN CASTELLANOS GIRACCA — To the great 
Moritz College of Law. 
YI GONG — I love Moritz!
CHLOE GOODLIVE — I would like to thank my 
husband Kyle for his endless love and always 
pretending to care about what I was learning. I would 
also like to thank my mom and dad without whom I 
would not be the person I am today. Thank you for 
the lifetime of love and support. Finally, to Whitney, 
Sophia, Lily, Cameron, Noah, and Quinn, thank you 
for all the laughs, late night calls, and Olive Garden 
breadsticks. Thank you all for helping make law 
school bearable. I could not have done it without you.
GRANT GRISSOM — I never thought I'd make it 
this far, but to everyone who helped me get here, I 
cannot thank you enough. To my friends, thanks for 
putting up with me and being there for me. To my 
professors and mentors, thanks for teaching and 
guiding me along the way. Most importantly, to my 
family (especially my parents) thanks for raising me, 
listening to me, and generally doing the thankless 
job of helping me get here. I love you guys. As 
Sheldon Plankton once said, "Goodbye everyone, I'll 
remember you all in therapy!"
MEGAN HAMMOND — To my parents, Scott and 
Karen, and to my sister, Rachel. Thank you for loving 
me unconditionally.
JENNIFER HARMON — "Did you hear I finally 
graduated? Yeah, in just a shade under a decade too, 
all right. You know, a lot of people go to college for 
seven years... I know, they're called [lawyers]." Thank 
you to my parents for their unending support not only 
the last three years, but the last twenty-three.
STACEY HAUFF — Thank you to all my professors 
at Lake Ridge Academy, Earlham College, and Moritz 
College of Law, for teaching me that "justice is what 
love looks like in public." Thanks to the friends 
and family members who gave me confidence and 
encouragement when I had any doubts. Thanks to 
my sister, Christina, and my grandma, Theodora, 
for always giving me a reason to come home. And 
lastly, thank you to my parents, Michael and Jennifer 
Hauff, to whom I owe an infinite amount of gratitude. I 
couldn't imagine doing this without you. 
BEN HEMMELGARN — I would like to sincerely 
thank my parents, girlfriend, family, friends, 
professors, mentors, and countless others who have 
helped me along this journey. Your love and support 
mean the world to me and guide me more than you 
know. Today's celebration belongs to all of you. 
JEN HENGST — Mom and Dad — I can't believe 
we're finally here! Cheers to not having to pay for any 
more schooling! Thank you for being there every time 
I needed you these three years (and all of the last 25, 
too). You are, without a doubt, the greatest support 
system, reality checkers, role models, friends, and 
parents I could have ever hoped for. I owe all of this 
to you – you mean the world to me. All my love today 
and always — Jen
SCOTT HERKAMP — I'm incredibly grateful for 
the unwavering support of my entire family, notably 
my parents, Bill and Karen; my girlfriend, Laura; 
my sister, Kelly; and my brother-in-law, Clay. Your 
support extends far beyond law school, but its 
strength these past three years has been critically 
important to where I stand today. For that, I cannot 
thank you enough. To my professors and advisors at 
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Moritz, thank you for your consistent mentorship and 
guidance. Lastly, to my friends, thank you for making 
the unbearable bearable. 
SALLY HEUKER — Thank you to my amazing family 
members and friends for helping me through this 
journey. Thank you to the incredible friends I have 
made over the last few years here in Columbus, and 
to the wonderful educators and faculty who have 
helped me both personally and professionally. I am 
grateful that we are alive at the same time. Finally, 
thank you to my baubi, The X-Files for helping me get 
through exams each year, and my mom for being the 
Lorelai to my Rory. To my fellow graduates, to quote 
the incomparable Elle Woods: "We did it!"
ANDREW HOPKINS — To everyone who has 
supported me throughout this process – thank you! 
I'd like to send a special thanks to my mom and dad, 
for their unending support and enthusiasm. To my 
siblings, Greg, Clare, and Madelyn for always making 
me laugh. To the rest of my family, for not getting too 
annoyed by my love of talking politics or the law at 
holidays. And to my friends, both in law school and 
out, for reminding me of my goals when law school 
was tough. I couldn't have done it without all of you. 
Thank you!!
XIAOXU HU — Thank you for giving me such a 
beautiful experience! My Ohio State, my Moritz 
College of Law! Love you all!
DONG HUA — Be strong, be perfect, be the best!
ALEXANDER HURTUK — Thank you to all of my 
friends and family for supporting and tolerating me 
throughout this process. Thank you to my mom 
and dad, and my brothers Josh and Ben and their 
respective significant others, Carolyn and Amy, for 
setting a good example and always motivating me. 
A special thanks to my lovely girlfriend Emmalee 
and snorty dog Cooper because they had to suffer 
through being around me during finals time firsthand. 
All of you bring something different to my life, but 
each thing is important and it helps knowing that all 
of you are always by my side.
OLIVIER ISINKI — Thank you to my wonderful 
wife Nancy for your support, your patience and your 
love, but also your warm meals in the cold of Ohio. 
Dolcie, Ryan and Yoanna, "my people", you can't 
imagine how your mere presence motivated me and 
made me strong. Thoughts to my dad who left us too 
soon. Thank you to my mom, my brothers and my 
sister. Your wise words and prayers had sustained 
this fantastic journey. And you, my LLM fellows, of 
readings we have been drunk at Drinko. I will always 
keep sweet memories of all of you. Thanks y'all. 
Thanks God.
TISHA JAMES — To my mom, thank you for your 
unwavering support. This accomplishment belongs 
to us, not just me. Words cannot describe how much I 
love and appreciate you. 
ALLIE JOHNSTON — I would like to thank my 
parents who helped me get here today, and also 
Jack.
IAN M. JOHNSTON — Thank you to Camden, Elaina, 
Kaitlyn, Victoria, Larry, and Cheree. Because of your 
continued love and support, I have been able to 
chase my dreams. I will be forever grateful. 
KATHERINE JOHNSTON — A big thanks to my 
mom, dad, and sister Karen for being there for me 
for the last three years. Couldn't have done this thing 
without you all. Go Bucks!
CARY JONES — Thank you to Nell, Mom, and Dad 
for all your love and support! I couldn't have done it 
without you. 
ALEXANDER (ALEX) KARCHER — Mom and 
Dad, this wouldn't have been possible without your 
unwavering support throughout these 25 years. 
You've taken in stride my late night phone calls, my 
occasional and unusually short tempered, stress-
induced attitudes, and my unruly and "anything but 
school" incorrigible adolescent high school years. 
Above all, you've valiantly spurred me through the 
doldrums of law school. Phew! To the rest of my 
family, friends, and the Moritz faculty, you all have 
my undying gratitude for being oases in the desert, 
sources of strength and support, and dependable 
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voices even in my hardest weeks and months. 
Onwards and upwards. #YOLO 
COURTNEY S. KASUBOSKI — I would not be 
graduating today were it not for the love and support 
of my family, and my friends who love me like family. 
I thank you each for believing in me, for investing in 
me, and for celebrating my accomplishments. Love 
and luck to my fellow classmates; may our thoughts, 
actions, and the effects of those thoughts and actions 
make this world a better place for others. Special 
thanks to Shaheen Sheikh, for I wanted to make this 
dedication a word scramble, and she talked me out 
of it.
ALLISON KELLY — Thank you to my parents, Sandy 
and Terry, my sister Danielle, and my brother Brian, 
for always supporting me and believing in me. I 
wouldn't be here today without your constant love 
and support and encouraging words. I could never 
thank you enough for everything you do for me. 
Thank you to all my friends who made this journey 
with me, I could not have done with without you. 
SEAN KLAMMER — Mom, Dad, and Jessica—
Thank you for your unwavering support throughout 
this journey. I would not be crossing this stage 
today without all your love and encouragement. 
This achievement is dedicated to you and I hope 
I continue to make you proud. Andrew, Allison, 
and Rachel—Thank you for making 3L my favorite 
and most memorable year at Moritz. How Firm Thy 
Friendship.
AUDRY MARIE KLOSSNER — Thank you to mom 
and dad for your endless encouragement and 
guidance (and cookies/Juno cuddles during finals). 
Thank you to Kendra and Bill for your unyielding 
friendship, humor, and support. Thank you to Dylan 
and Erica for your powerful insights, wisdom and 
companionship. Thank you to my grandparents 
(Grandma, Larry, Sandra, and Big Joe) for loving me 
and celebrating this accomplishment with me. Thank 
you to Sara Coulter for the incredible support and 
friendship during both the lows and highs of law 
school. Finishing law school takes a village, and I've 
had quite the village. I love you all!
KELSEY KORNBLUT — Family: I truly could not 
have done this without your physical, emotional, 
and financial support. I owe you. G, my goal in life 
has always been to be a mini-you and I hope I can 
make you proud as a new lawyer. Partner-in-crime: 
These three years apart were certainly not easy but 
I appreciate you always being my biggest fan even 
from afar. Moritz family (Cybele, Simmons, Deason, 
Kim, Mary Rose, Michelle, and friends): Thank you for 
helping me through the hard times and celebrating 
the exciting times. Cats: We all know you are the real 
MVPs. Cheers *******!
KIMBERLY M. LAND — Herbert Shapiro and James 
Land—thank you for making this possible. You are 
missed every day. 
KRISTEN LAWRENCE — Mom and Dad, Thank you 
for the unwavering support, encouragement, and 
love that you have given over the years. I could not 
have completed this journey without you by my side, 
and I thank God for you every day. Love, Kris
MELISSA LENZ — To my mom and dad: Thank you 
for showing me what hard work and perseverance 
look like, and thank you for everything you did to 
get me where I am today. I could not have done this 
without you. To David and Jordan, Emma and Cody: 
Thank you for pushing me to do better and for always 
believing in me. To Alex: The hundreds of cups of 
tea that you made, your support, and your constant 
positivity gave me so much joy, and for that, I am 
endlessly grateful to you.
HONGLIN LI — Love Moritz! Love LLM class of 2018!
LINGTAO LIANG — I love Ohio State! May all alumni 
succeed in our careers!
QIDI LIN — Thanks for everyone's efforts and 
sincere's heart contribute to my memorable days in 
Moritz. So grateful to meet all of you here! God Bless!
JAVIER V. LOPEZ — To my family, without whose 
continued love and support I wouldn't be here, 
thank you for making all of this possible. Words can't 
describe how grateful I am. To my friends, you are 
some of the best people I've ever met. I'm glad we 
could do this together. 
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AMBER LUCCI — Mom and Dad, Frank and Michelle, 
thank you so much for supporting me the past three 
years! All my love to my biggest supporter, Scott. 
Thank you for being there for all the highs and lows 
of law school. I love you!
JIAXIN MAI — Thanks for all the memories. 
BROOKE MANGIARELLI — Thank you to my Baka, 
puno te volim. Thank you also to my parents and 
loved ones who supported me through three years of 
stress, complaints, and tears. 
CHRISTIAN MCFARLAND — To my wife, Amanda, 
my family, and friends. Without your unconditional 
support, this wouldn't have been possible. 
JAIRUS MEACHAM — Thank you Mom and Dad. 
Thank you brother and sisters. Thank you my 
inspiring angels. 
ADAM MIDKIFF — Thanks Mom and Dad, I could 
have never afforded all of the coffee without you! 
AMANDA MORRIS — Thank you to my parents, Troy 
and Debbie, for your love, support, and guidance. I 
appreciate you both for doing everything possible 
to put me on a path to success. Whether you were 
quizzing me with flashcards or listening to me 
vent about classes, you have always been at my 
side. To my siblings, thank you for your patience 
and compassion, and for your willingness to help 
me succeed. Thank you to my grandparents for 
always being a constant source of encouragement. 
Finally, thank you to my friends for always being 
my cheerleaders. Always remember, How Firm Thy 
Friendship.
KELSEY J. MULLEN — Thank you Kyle for your 
constant support, understanding, and love; thank you 
to my Papaw Fred for teaching me at an early age 
that I can be anything I want; thank you to my friends 
and family for your encouragement; thank you Paige 
for being such a wonderful friend and for always 
pushing me to be better; thank you Shahed for 
always having my back, for keeping me alive, and for 
reminding me why I started this journey; thank you 
Dean Rose and Professor Carlarne for your guidance 
and mentorship, and also the Coke Zeros. What? Like 
it's hard?
MALLORY MURPHY — To my parents - Brian & 
Cheryl - thank you for all that you have done for me 
and for all of your love and support! I would not be 
here today without you guys! I love you! Love, Mal
NOLAN MURRAY — Thank you Mom, Dad, 
Mary, Melanie, Kelly, and especially Alexa for your 
unwavering support as I stumbled through the 
odyssey of law school. Apparently I am still not yet an 
attorney, but I will be soon...probably.
HAMDY NEGM — First of all, I would like to thank 
Allah for giving me the strength and courage to 
travel a long way to pursue my LLM degree. I want 
to thank my family and friends for supporting and 
encouraging me. A big thank you to Fulbright for 
giving me the opportunity to be here. And thank you 
to all my professors for being incredible teachers and 
motivators. I would like to dedicate special thanks to 
my academic advisor, Dean Laura Fernández. I could 
not have done this without her help and guidance.
JEFFREY NIESZ — I couldn't have done it without 
you Allen! Thanks also to John and Nancy. I would 
NOT like to thank Lauren. The law school asked for a 
$10 bribe to write this, so I hope you enjoyed reading 
it. Love, Jeffrey
C. AWELE NWAJEI — To my friends, family, and 
fiancé. Your love, support, and prayers were my 
strength during this journey.
CAROLINE J. O'CONNELL — To my wonderful LLM 
classmates who came from so far. They arrived as 
strangers, leave as friends and never failed to inspire 
me. 
HANNAH OSTER — To Mom, Dad, Derek, Kara, and 
Julia—you listened to all of my dramatics, ignored all 
of my self-doubts, gave me perspective during each 
failure, and cheered me on through every success. 
Few people could have handled my craziness over 
the last three years—thank you for taking it all in 
stride and somehow still loving me anyway. I'll never 
be able to put my appreciation into words (but it's me, 
so you know I'll try). Love you forever!
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JAY PAYNE — Mom and Dad – Thank you 
for showing me that writing is more about 
communication and less about spelling and grammar. 
Andrea – My rock; I love you. I can't wait for our 
future. B.Payne – Thank you for 27 years of oral 
argument practice. Debbie Walker, Greg Sizemore, 
Dean Solomon, Andrew Havas, Doug Preisse, Merle 
Madrid – Thank you for empowering me to pursue 
my passion. M.Linger, B.Crone, A.Hagerty, A.Kaufman, 
M.Beiting, B.Bodle – Your support gave me strength 
when my path wasn't so clear. "Imagination grows 
by exercise, and contrary to common belief, is more 
powerful in the mature than in the young." –W. 
Somerset Maugham
MAXIM PEREL — I would like to express my 
sincerest thanks to my parents, who were always 
there to help me through my hardest struggles 
throughout my time in law school.
ELLEN PHILLIPS — Mom and Dad: thank you for all 
your support and encouragement! 
JORDAN POWERS — To Dad, my coach; to Mom, my 
role model; to Jess, my everything - thank you and I 
love you. Clair, Elizabeth, and Mike: I could not have 
done this without you.
BRITTNEE RENEE PANKEY QUALLS — I want to 
thank all my friends and family for supporting me, 
working around my schedule, and understanding 
when I just couldn't be there. I know it wasn't easy. 
I am especially grateful to my husband, David. He 
really stepped up to the plate. He paid most of the 
bills, especially that first year. He took over most 
of the cooking and cleaning, put up with my erratic 
schedule and my moodiness, and kept me grounded. 
All of this while working full time, raising our nine-
year-old, Trinity, and completing his MBA. He is my 
superhero. I love you. 
PAIGE M. RABATIN — "You know, a lot of people 
go to college for seven years." "I know, they're 
called [Juris] Doctors." Thank you: Mom, for always 
finding a way to help me with everything I do; Dad, 
for teaching me to question everything and think 
for myself; Seth, for showing me you can find humor 
in any situation; Chandler, for knowing any random 
fact I could ever need; My extended family, for never 
letting time pass without telling me how proud you 
are; My friends, for accomplishing your own dreams, 
so I never became complacent; I wouldn't be here 
without you all.
CHRISTOPHER RAZEK — To my parents, whose 
love and support have made this day possible. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.
LYDIA F. BOLANDER REBACK — "We have to 
remember what's important in life: friends, waffles, 
and work. Or waffles, friends and work. But work has 
to come third." Thank you Jess, Mom, Dad, and Grace 
for loving and believing in me, even when I didn't 
believe in myself. Thank you to the Floorboards, the 
Walshes, Julie, Mark, Popo, Rick, Kate, Ann, Sara, 
Tasha, the PNM family, Tucker, Kevin, and Bo for your 
support and encouragement – I wouldn't be here 
without you!! And thank you Aunt Lynn and Uncle 
Dave who always knew I could do this. 
ALICIA RECTOR — Thank you cannot accurately 
express my gratitude during this law school journey 
to: my parents for constantly telling me I will succeed 
and raising me to value my education and myself; 
Jared for the never-ending love and holding my 
hand through every law school induced freak out; 
my brothers and sister-in-law for accepting me at 
my law school worst and giving me a quick reality 
check when needed; and my friends and family for 
tolerating my demanding schedule. I could not have 
done this without all of you and am excited to share 
this accomplishment with you.
P. WILSON REISER — From your hard work, 
curiosity, stubbornness, entrepreneurship, and love, 
I benefit every day. Thank you Laurie, Joe, Sharon, 
Paul, Jean, Jeanne, and Max. I dedicate today to you 
and hope to use this education, which you made 
possible, to make you proud. 
RACHEL ALEXANDRA RINEHARDT — If I have 
seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of 
Giants." – Isaac Newton. This dedication is made in 
loving memory of my grandfather, John J. Rinehardt. 
John J. Rinehardt graduated from The Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law in 1956. This 
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dedication is also made in honor of my parents, John 
K. Rinehardt and Hillary Peretz Rinehardt. John K. 
Rinehardt and Hillary Peretz Rinehardt graduated 
from The Ohio State University College of Law in 
1986 and 1991, respectively. It's their shoulders I 
stand upon in achieving this dream. Thank you for 
unconditional love and unwavering support, always.
TERRANCE DANE ROBERTS — To Heather for 
being the Jess to my Schmidt. To Bryce for being the 
Appa to my Aang. To mom, you are my inspiration, 
and I would not be who I am today without you. 
Lastly to Andrea, my hero, I would have never started 
down this road had you not first taken a chance and 
believed in me! 
CHRISTIAN A. ROMERO — To my family: I am 
forever grateful for all the love and support you have 
given me throughout the years. You will always be in 
my heart and mind wherever I go. I love you all!
BRIAN RUSSO — Today's achievement is the result 
of a whole-hearted leap of faith and commitment; 
made possible only by selfless choices to willingly 
sacrifice over and over, choices made not by me, but 
by my family. My lifelong thanks to parents for always 
believing in me, my three children for giving me 
purpose, and most of all, my deepest thank you to my 
wife, Allison, for unselfishly being with me on this and 
every journey.
LAUREN SABO — Thank you to my wonderful 
husband and family for all of their unwavering 
support, love, and encouragement throughout this 
journey. Dan, Sasha, Kora, and Calyce, I couldn't 
have done it without you! In loving memory of my 
Grandmother, Katherine Johnson, and in appreciation 
of all of my incredible students who inspired me to 
become an advocate through the law.
COURTNEY C. SACKETT — I would like to thank 
my mom and my best friends Natalie and Hunter. 
I'll never be able to express how grateful I am for 
everything you three have done for me. I never would 
have gotten this far in life, let alone graduated from 
law school, without you. We may all live in different 
states, but I know you're always here for me when I 
need you. I love you all so much. 
MICHAEL GARRETT SALDANA — To my parents 
Ronald & Michele who provided me with the 
opportunities they never had, to my brothers R.J. 
and Dominic who pushed me to strive for excellence 
in every phase of life, to my girlfriend Ana for her 
unrelenting support during this journey, to my best 
friends who I could not have survived this law school 
experience without, to my extended family and 
friends who pushed me to be my best, to everyone 
who supported me and contributed to make today 
possible, today is, and always will be, dedicated to 
you. Thank you. 
ANDREA LYNN SALVINO — Thank you to all my 
friends and family who have guided me through the 
last three years and who will continue to encourage 
me as I start my career. And a special thanks to my 
sister, Nicole, for always having faith in my abilities, 
my mom for being a constant source of support, and 
my dad for reminding me my best is always enough.
PAIGE NICOLE SCHAFFER — Dedicated to my 
fiancé Andrew and my dog Kahlua for helping me get 
through the last three years and keeping me sane. 
Dedicated to my Mom, Dad, and my sister Madison 
for always being supportive. In loving memory of my 
Gammy, 4/12/1930-12/24/2017. This is for you all! 
BRIGID SHAREK — All my love and thanks to my 
husband Dennis and our three darling boys.
SHAHEEN SHEIKH — To my mom, dad and sister- 
there's not a number of "thank yous" in the world 
that is sufficient. You have supported me, not just 
to and through law school, but even through a 
prolonged awkward phase in which you could have 
easily distanced yourselves. I'm thankful to The 
Ohio State University and Columbus community for 
embracing and accepting me so quickly (as long as I 
don't mention Michigan too often). Lastly, I would like 
to thank the original gal pals, Courtney Kasuboski 
and Amber Lucci. You both have made me a better 
student and a happier person.
SCOTT SHUGART — Thank you to all my family 
and friends for supporting me through law school, 
I could not have done it without you. I'd like to 
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especially thank my mom, dad, brother, sister, and my 
grandparents for all of your love and encouragement.
NICOLE LYN SPAETZEL — Mom, thanks 
for inspiring my strong (perhaps stubborn) 
independence. Dad, thanks for introducing me to the 
law and to 70/80's music. Karie, thanks for teaching 
me to love learning. Ryan, thanks for being the best 
guardian angel. Carl, thanks for motivating me to 
embrace new opportunities. Kurt, thanks for always 
giving me a reason to be the best version of myself. 
Friends, thanks for the daily laughs and pep talks. 
This day has been a long time coming. I love you all 
and I wouldn't be who I am, or here today, without 
you.
JHAY SPOTTSWOOD — Honoring Yvonne Daye, 
Roy Day, the Spottswood family and all my friends for 
their love and support.
JAMES A. STAGNARO — To my loving wife, Libby: 
thank you for always believing in me. You have done 
so much for me and I am excited for our next chapter. 
To my parents: thank you for all of your love and 
support.
ADAM STEELE — In Honor of Shea Steele, whose 
loving patience made this accomplishment possible.
JENNIFER J. STUHLDREHER — To my family, 
especially my loving and supporting parents, I would 
not have made it this far without y'all as my examples 
guiding the way.
MEG E. SULLIVAN — Somewhere along this wild 
path, upon which I tripped, fell, and got back up at 
least one hundred times, I came to believe in my 
own resilience, strength, and worth. But without my 
family I wouldn't know myself at all. Thank you—to 
my parents, for being the path, for guiding me and 
never leading me astray; to my grandparents and 
siblings, for being the roots that grounded me and 
offered me a safe place to rest; and to my friends, 
especially Shahed and Natalie, for being the trees 
that protected me from the elements. I love you.
AHUVA SUNSHINE — Dear Mom and Abba, words 
cannot express how grateful I am to the both of 
you for your support and encouragement during 
law school. Your belief in my ability to succeed and 
investment in my future is awe-inspiring, and I feel 
blessed to have you two as parents. You are the best 
cheerleading squad anyone could ever have, and 
I love you both so much. Thank you for everything. 
Love, Ahuva
GARYCHKA SYLVAIN — Thank you to my friends 
and family for supporting me through out this journey. 
MORGAN LEIGH TENDAM — Thank you to my 
incredible mother Amber Tendam and my wonderful 
boyfriend Danny Skubak, I couldn't have done this 
without you. I love you both. Thank you to Charles 
Edward Barker Sr., my grandfather, as well. Even 
though you can't be here to see this in person, I know 
you're watching over and guiding me, like you always 
have. I love you, Papaw. 
CHARLES V. THOMAS — This is dedicated to my 
mother and brother, Kandi and Winston. They stood 
by me through thick and thin. 
CHRISTIAN TSHIBANDA — I thank my Lord Jesus 
Christ for this great achievement. Thank you to the 
faculty and staff of the Moritz College of Law for their 
untiring support. I also extend my gratitude to Robin 
Buser, Justin Manibog and Steve Fox for believing in 
me and inspiring me. I wouldn't be where I am today 
without my mentors, friends and family. Thank you so 
much for your love and encouragement!
HUANRAN WANG — Thank you Moritz. 
KRISTA DAWN WARREN — Words alone will never 
fully express how grateful I am for the unconditional 
love and support my family and friends have 
shown me over the course of the last three (very 
challenging) years (especially you, mom). Thank 
you for talking me through the hardships. Thank 
you for celebrating with me in my successes. And 
above all, thank you for believing in me when I 
failed to believe in myself. I would not be here today 
without your kindness, your understanding, and your 
encouragement. - KDW 
KC WEBER — I would like to thank my mom 
and dad for all their love and support, so I could 
follow my dreams. You have given me the tools 
DEDICATIONS
CLASS OF 2018
to be successful. Thank you to my sister, Katy, for 
incessantly listening to me and for flying out to 
save my sanity. Thank you to my brother, Timmy, for 
reminding me to take life less seriously and always 
having my back. I love you all and couldn't have done 
this without you. 
NATALIE WEBER — Dear Mom and Dad, thank you 
both for everything you have done for me—I could 
not have gotten here without you. I love you!
WILLIAM MATTHEW WEIGEL — Dear Mom, Dad, 
Gretchen, and family: What a ride: three years, two 
schools, constant stress, and finally...a degree. Thank 
you for supporting me and allowing me to chase my 
dreams. You being here today almost makes up for 
not attending my last graduation. Kidding aside, I love 
you all and could not fathom a better family, friend 
group, or support system. Sharing this day with each 
of you makes me happier than you can ever imagine. 
Thank you for being here, and for always being there. 
Now, on to the bar! And the exam too.... Love Always, 
Matthew
PAIGE ELIZABETH WEINSTEIN — Thank you 
to my family: Mom, Dad, Hannah, Elle, Grandma 
Toni, and Rowen. They have loved and supported 
me throughout this whole process, and I would be 
nowhere without them. 
ALEXIS WILDER — I am thankful for all of the 
memories, lessons and knowledge gained from 
my time here at Moritz and I would like to thank my 
parents, family and friends for all of their support 
these past three years. Without your love and 
encouragement, law school would have been 
impossible. 
ALYSSA WILLIAMS — I embarked upon my law 
school journey unsure of what was to come. I knew 
I was passionate about the law and justice and that 
I was purposed for something else. As I look back 
at the diversity of experiences afforded me these 
last three years, I realize that I couldn't have had a 
better experience. For this reason and many more 
I want to thank my mother. Mom, you are my heart, 
my strength and my inspiration. Thank you for always 
supporting me, loving me and being my friend. I 
couldn't have done it without you. I love you!
XUELI YUAN — I wish the college a good future!
JIE ZHANG — Love you Ohio State!
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